
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Advent 2011 - The Story in Six Acts 
 

Re-Creation – “You Must Be Born Again” 
John 3:1-8; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Revelation 21:1; Romans 3:21-26 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Humpty Dumpty is a character in an English language nursery rhyme, probably originally a 
riddle and one of the best known in the English-speaking world.  The earliest known version is 
in a manuscript addition to a copy of Mother Goose's Melody published in 1803. 
 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 

All the king's horses and all the king's men 
Couldn't put Humpty together again. 

 
When confronted by the same impossibility and human failure, the question asked by our 
Lord’s disciple is on all our lips, “Then who can be saved” (Mark 10:26)?  What man could not 
do, God did and does.  He alone can put Humpty Dumpty together again.  That re-creation is 
the subject of our study. 
 
After Creation and prior to the fall what was the function of life (Gen. 1, 2)?    What made up 
the moments of humanity’s existence?  What filled his days with hope and purpose?  Prior to 
the fall there was nothing but the stewardship of the world over which God placed man (Gen. 
1:26, 28).  Prior to the fall there was unadulterated intimacy with one’s spouse and with God.  
There was no shame, no guilt, nothing but harmony between all things created and with God.   
 
After the fall what is the function of life?  What makes up the moments of our lives?  What is 
to fill our days with hope and purpose?  What drove Adam and Eve to get up everyday with a 
sense of purpose and meaning?  Was their stewarding of creation secondary to some greater 
purpose or is this their purpose?  In the Story Israel is pictured as a blessing to the nations 
(Gen. 12:3).  How were they to carry out this prophecy/promise?  How does the mandate in 
Matthew 28 blend with the stewarding of God’s creation? 
 
Is the making and maturing of disciples different than the role of reigning over God’s garden?  
Are the two in opposition or are we to make disciples while we reign?  The structure of the 
text would suggest as we are going we are to be making and maturing disciples.  The mandate 
is not dictated by vocation, but in vocation.  Is disciple-making a different vocation than 
reigning over God’s garden?   
 
Is the language of abandonment in following Christ consistent with still providing for one’s 
spouse (1 Cor. 7:33) and household (1 Tim. 5:8)?  If the shadow is not intrinsically wrong and is 
capable of being enjoyed (1 Tim. 6:17), then should there not be a “truce” between two 
concepts such as evangelizing and what some call worldliness or materialism?  If we are in the 
world, but not of the world then should we not be able to possess shadow without the shadow 
possessing us (John 17:15-19)?   
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As those who have been redeemed from sin what does this now look like and mean in the 
context of our daily living?  Darkness is constant, but does this mean we are without hope and 
victory?  Is the worship of God in the context of stewardship sustainable?  Is this not where all 
of creation is headed (Rev. 4, 5, 22)?  Is this act alone sufficient to keep one going as life’s 
provision is now done by the sweat of one’s brow?  Is this motive substantial enough to get us 
up everyday with purpose? 
 
It is my premise that living life as a disciple of Christ in the context of His Story enables all of 
life to be celebrated and in the celebration to communicate the gospel.  Some find great 
satisfaction in dictating and describing in great detail what this life looks like for each 
individual.  I, however, prefer to describe this life as one of constant recall as to the broader 
picture of God’s Story.   
 
What is this Story?  Who God is as Trinity is enough for His own eternal satisfaction and 
happiness.  There is nothing outside of God necessary for God to exist.  Of His own will He 
chose to create.  Within creation He gave only one object personhood and thus reflecting His 
image and likeness through intellect, volition, and emotion.  He and all He creates enable 
humanity in Adam and Eve to enjoy Him and glorify Him through their enjoyment.  Adam 
and Eve were to steward God’s creation and thus reflect God through their enjoyment of Him 
and His shadow.  Adam and Eve, however, rejected this and thus rejected God.  The 
consequence of their choice was indescribable horror.  God, however, reversed the curse and 
restored them to a place of freedom and family.  Through this act, humanity once again 
worships God.    This is God’s Story, and this is the Story we are to live in.  What does this 
mean for you and me? 
 
First, those who accept God’s answer to humanity’s problem are followers of Christ.  These 
followers are disciples.  To believe is to follow.  The two ideas are inseparably linked.  As a 
believer the issue is not whether one is or is not a disciple.  What discipleship looks like is 
dictated by personality and circumstances.  One is no more or less a disciple based on 
vocation, activity, or possession.   
 
Second, vocational ministry is unique to those who are vocational ministers.  Vocational 
ministers are those whose livelihood is provided by their work.  Such a position does not 
determine one’s worth or spirituality.  Each part compliments other parts (1 Cor. 12).   
 
How does this change our individual and corporate perspective?  First, as individuals we are 
to celebrate our present work.  Such celebration is possible as we understand how everything 
is from God, sustained by God, and for God (Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:15-17).  Second, corporately we 
should enable each individual to celebrate their present circumstances in light of God’s 
overarching Story.  What this looks like for each part is incapable of dictation by those in 
oversight or by others within the Story. 
 
The purpose of the church is to enable each individual to live in the larger Story of God 
whereby their lives answer the questions intrinsic to their existence.  Herein lays biblical 
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significance and purpose.  The gathered Church should seek to worship God as the end and 
purpose of their existence.  There should be intentional instruction as to the Story’s content and 
how to live Story in various circumstances.  Between the corporate gatherings, there can be 
weekly gatherings to encourage Story living.  The gathered church should seek to gather others 
into the family of God by inviting all to know and live in the Story.  The means of enabling are 
distinct to every gathered assembly, but each should seek to celebrate the grandeur of God’s 
Story and thus facilitate the singular worship of God. 
 
In the redemptive activity of God, He restores what the fall robs.  The Scripture uses such 
language as “new heart” and “born-again” to capture the idea found in re-creation.  The Story 
written by God begins in the garden (Gen. 2:8) and will end in the garden (Rev. 22:1, 2).   Paul 
uses such language as “new man” to grab the idea of re-creation.  What Adam and Eve 
forfeited by their rebellion, God will return.  The word for this reversal is regeneration. 
 
“Regeneration is the spiritual transformation in a person, brought about by the Holy Spirit that 
brings the individual from being spiritually dead to become a spiritually alive human being.”1  

 
This subjective change worked in one’s soul by the grace of God is variously designated in 
Scripture as a new birth, a resurrection, a new life, a new creature, a renewing of the mind, a 
dying to sin and living to righteousness, a translation from darkness to light, etc. In theological 
language, it is called regeneration, renovation, and conversion. These terms are often used 
interchangeably.2   
 
J.I. Packer offers this detailed definition.  Regeneration has been defined as “an inner re-
creating of fallen human nature by the gracious sovereign action of the Holy Spirit (John 3:5–
8).”3  The Bible conceives salvation as the redemptive renewal of man on the basis of a restored 
relationship with God in Christ, and presents it as involving “a radical and complete 
transformation wrought in the soul (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23) by God the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5; 
Eph. 4:24), by virtue of which we become ‘new men’ (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10), no longer 
conformed to this world (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9), but in knowledge and holiness of the 
truth created after the image of God (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10; Rom. 12:2).”4   
 
How do we put all of this in an understandable format?  Let me provide the consequences of 
the cross.  This is the re-creation accomplished by God.  It is a return to life in the garden of 
God.  The study cannot be exhaustive, for the depth of God’s redemptive work is infinite.  Yet 
the listing is suggestive and can be used to celebrate the magnitude of God’s person and work.  
The following six areas speak of God’s reversal of man’s sin.  Each speaks to specific areas 
altered by the fall and restored by God.   
 
First, re-creation begins through God’s redemptive activity.  Consider the following passages. 
 

• “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
3:24). 

• “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). 
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• “so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons” (Gal. 4:5). 

• “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). 

• “who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14). 

• “and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the 
holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12). 

 
Leon Morris says that “Paul uses the concept of redemption primarily to speak of the saving 
significance of the death of Christ.”5   The English word redemption means 'repurchase' or 
'buy back', and in the Old Testament referred to the ransom of slaves (Exodus 21:8). In the 
New Testament the redemption word group is used to refer both to deliverance from sin and 
freedom from captivity.  Theologically, redemption is a metaphor for what is achieved 
through the Atonement [Emphasis added].6  Therefore there is a metaphorical sense in which 
the death of Jesus pays the price of a ransom, releasing Christians from bondage to sin and 
death. 
 
The work of redemption presupposes debt.  Redemption presupposes captivity, slavery, 
bondage.  When Adam and Eve chose to reject God they sold themselves and their posterity 
into captivity.  Whereas once there was freedom and liberty there would now be only bondage 
and enslavement. 
 
Redemption secures and provides freedom.  The work of Jesus Christ frees us from sin’s 
slavery.  Whereas once we were slaves to sin and death, now we are free in Christ. 
 
Redemption means to free someone from bondage. It often involves the paying of a ransom, a 
price that ensures redemption. The Israelites were redeemed from Egypt. We were redeemed 
from the power of sin and the curse of the Law (Gal. 3:13) through Jesus (Rom. 3:24; Col. 1:14). 
We were bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23). Redemption is defined by J. I. Packer as 
“Christ’s actual substitutionary endurance of the penalty of sin in the place of certain specified 
sinners, through which God was reconciled to them, their liability to punishment was for ever 
destroyed, and a title to eternal life was secured for them.”7  Redemption is the basis for 
forgiveness and propitiation. 
 
Second, re-creation gives forgiveness based on the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.  Consider 
the following passages. 
 

• “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven [charizomai] you” (Eph. 4:32). 

• “When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made 
you alive together with Him, having forgiven [charizomai] us all our transgressions” (Col. 
2:13). 

• “I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven [aphiemi] you for 
His name's sake” (1 John 2:12). 
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The Oxford English Dictionary defines forgiveness as “to grant free pardon and to give up all 
claim on account of an offense or debt.”  God’s forgiveness is not based on what we do, but 
what He does.  His forgiveness of us is gracious on His part by providing the means for 
forgiveness to take place.  He sends our sins away.  This idea is captured in Psalm 103:12 and 
Micah 7:19. 
 

• “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 
103:12). 

• “He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You will 
cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). 

 

Needing to be forgiven presupposes violation / transgression.  We have committed a 
transgression against God.  Forgiveness is very relational.  It is personally.  We do not forgive 
animals or inanimate objects.  We forgive people.  God forgives us.  God does nothing wrong 
thus He never needs to be forgiven.  We wrong God and others and we need forgiveness.  We 
have violated God’s Word.  Our forgiveness from God is based on the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Through forgiveness the sentence against the sinner has been lifted.  There is therefore no 
condemnation (Rom. 8:1).  Forgiveness is a pardoning, whereby the sentence against us is 
dropped.  God’s forgiveness of us negates sin’s eternal consequence because of the cross.  Our 
forgiveness of others cannot negate the intrinsic demerit of sin. 
 
Third, through re-creation God’s prior fall disposition of non-anger is restored toward the 
believing/repentant rebel.  Because God is propitiated through the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ, His wrath caused by broken Law and the intrinsic need for justice is placated and His 
“emotion” of anger toward the Law breaker is gone.  Consider the following passages. 
 

• “whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed” (Rom. 3:25). 

• “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people” (Heb. 2:17). 

• “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:2). 

• “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 

 

Propitiation is the attitude of the judge who declares the guilty justified.  A judge can be 
placated because justice has been served.  God is satisfied because His Son’s offering meets the 
demands of the violated Law. 
 
In Christian theology, propitiation is accomplished through Jesus Christ on the cross in his 
crucifixion or sacrifice. He fulfilled the wrath and indignation of God. The crucifixion or 
sacrifice of Christ conciliates God, who would otherwise be offended by human sin and would 
demand penalty for it.  
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Propitiation is translated from the Greek hilasterion, meaning “that which expiates or 
propitiates" or "the gift which procures propitiation.” The word is also used in the New 
Testament for the place of propitiation, the “mercy seat” (Heb. 9:5). There is frequent similar 
use of hilasterion in the Septuagint, Exodus 25:18ff. The mercy seat was sprinkled with atoning 
blood on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:14), representing that the righteous sentence of the 
Law had been executed, changing a judgment seat into a mercy seat (Heb. 9:11-15; compare 
with “throne of grace” in Hebrews 4:14-16; place of communion, Exodus 25:21-22).  Another 
Greek word, hilasmos, is used for Christ as our propitiation (1 John 2:2; 4:10).   
 
The idea of propitiation presupposes wrath / anger.  Law has been transgressed and the Law 
giver executes judgment. 
 
Through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ and the forgiving of sin, God’s justice is satisfied 
and His wrath satiated.  The outcome of such action is one of favor.  Propitiation suspends the 
judgment against the guilty.  The work of Christ enables God to act toward us in a merciful 
manner. 
 
Fourth, re-creation enables God to declare the offender justified.  Consider the following 
passages. 
 

• “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
3:24). 

• “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 

• “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of 
God through Him” (Rom. 5:9). 

• 16 “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in 
Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 17 But 
if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ 
then a minister of sin? May it never be!” (Gal. 2:16, 17). 

• “so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life” (Titus 3:7). 

 
Justification is the work of God where the righteousness of Jesus is reckoned to the sinner so 
the sinner is declared by God as being righteous under the Law (Rom. 4:3; 5:1,9; Gal. 2:16; 
3:11). This righteousness is not earned or retained by any effort of the saved.  Justification is an 
instantaneous occurrence with the result being eternal life.  It is based completely and solely 
upon Jesus' sacrifice on the cross (1 Pet. 2:24) and is received by faith alone (Eph. 2:8-9).  No 
works are necessary whatsoever to obtain justification.  Otherwise, it is not a gift (Rom. 6:23). 
Therefore, we are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1). 
 
Justification is necessary because rebels are guilt.  I am a sinner (we are sinners) deserving the 
sentence against me (us).   
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God’s redemptive activity enables Him to declare the sinner not guilty and provides a right 
standing before Him in His court of Law.  Justification is the consequence of being pardoned 
or forgiven.  Redemption enables the placated judge to pronounce the guilty forgiven and thus 
justified. 
 
Fifth, re-creation reconciles the alienated back to God.  Consider the following passages. 
 

• “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:10). 

• “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). 

• “yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you 
before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach” (Col. 1:22). 

 
“The word ‘reconciliation’ refers to the process of changing something thoroughly and 
adjusting it to something else that is a standard. For example, when you adjust your watch to a 
time signal, you are reconciling the watch to a time standard. Or when you reconcile your 
checkbook, the standard to which you match it is the bank’s record of your account. On rare 
occasions the bank must reconcile its accounts to yours.”8  
 
Who we are in Adam is reconciled with who God is in Christ.  Reconciliation presupposes 
alienation.  Reconciliation is necessary because alienation exists. 
 
Reconciliation provides fellowship, friendship.  If propitiation is the negation of judgment, 
reconciliation is the positive embracing of the one pardoned.  Reconciliation is possible 
because God’s judgment against sin has been placated. 
 
Finally, re-creation results in adoption.  Consider the following passages. 
 

• “so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons” (Gal. 4:5). 

• “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will” (Eph. 1:5). 

 
Listen to the Westminster Confession (34), “Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby 
we are received into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.”  
“[Adoption is the] filial and familial relationship of Christians with God. ‘The actions of God 
by which people are brought into filial relationship with Him and conferred with privileges 
thereof’ (ISBE). Not in conflict with birth metaphor of regeneration, but simply connotes 
additional idea of kinship relationship. [It is the] new relationship with God as Father; the 
apex of privilege as part of God's family.”9  
 

The need for adoption presupposes one is orphaned, without parentage.  And through 
adoption, the orphaned are given family.  Whatever existed prior to the fall is restored with a 
recognition that everything changed and is changing.  The same idea of intimacy and purpose 
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prior to the fall continues to this day.  Adoption enables the alienated to participate in the 
inheritance. 
 
In the person and work of Jesus Christ the curse is reversed.  Where does this leave us?  Are 
you living in His Story and thus content while you wait, or do you lack a sense of purpose, 
significance, and rest?  As the people of God, we recognize there is an underlying restlessness 
as we wait for the fullest implementation of God’s Story in creation and with us.  Yet this 
restlessness is not to leave us disheveled.  This is the hard work we are called to engage in.  
Will we right now accept the sufficiency of Jesus Christ and God’s providential control over 
the Story He wrote as it relates to our life, even while we prepare the horse for the day of battle 
(Prov. 21:31)?  Today God the Holy Spirit invites us to let go and recognize His Story over ours 
and how ours is His Story in short form. 
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